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MOVING TOGETHER TOWARDS A NEW CULTURE FOR URBAN MOBILITY:

Citizens' views on EU research for 
sustainable urban transport
Brussels, Monday 16 June 2008

European Economic and Social Committee

Venue: European Economic and Social Committee 

Van Maerlant Building – Meeting Room 3

Van Maerlant Street, 2 - 1040 Brussels (opposite the EESC's main entrance) 
Active and passive interpretation will be provided for 
English, French, German, Italian and Spanish
In the European Union over 60% of the population lives in urban areas, and a car runs 75% of its mileage in and around cities. Cars must share city streets with collective transport, freight services, pedestrian and cyclists. There is the need to create a new urban mobility culture. Citizens and decision makers have to think in terms of behavioural change. This is a key message of the European Commission Green Paper “Towards a new culture for urban mobility”.
In this context, the European research on urban transport contributes to developing the best options to achieve a sustainable urban mobility for a greener, smarter, more accessible and safer city for all. Raising citizens awareness and appreciation of this EU research is the aim of the MOVE TOGETHER project, funded under the EU 7th Framework Programme. The key message and belief of this project is that raising the awareness of current or expected achievements of EU research will help citizens and the decision makers across Europe to “move together” towards a new and more sustainable urban mobility culture. The project has organised therefore two focus groups of 27 lay citizens selected randomly from all the EU Member States to become informed on the EU urban transport research and give their appreciation of research efforts and achievements. 
The citizens will present and discuss their appreciation with various stakeholders and EU policy makers at the launching “European Move Together Conference”, co-organised with the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) in Brussels, on 16 June 2008. The conference will establish a dialogue between lay citizens who represent the different cultures and urban settings of Europe and experienced stakeholders and decision-makers in the urban transport sector, including eminent EESC members. The conference will also provide significant inputs to the EC Green Paper “Towards a new culture for urban mobility”.
After the Brussels Conference, the MOVE TOGETHER project will continue organising a local citizens conference process in the City of Rome, one of the 36 cities in Europe involved in the CIVITAS demonstration and research programme for clean urban transport. The results of the citizens appreciation and dialogue with European and local stakeholders and decision makers will be summarized in a “Citizens’ Digest of the EU research on urban transport”, bringing key messages from the involved citizens to the general public of European citizens. These will be disseminated through:
· A “Move Together Exhibition” traveling across Europe in the year 2009

· Parallel “Town exhibitions” to be taken in a number of European cities during the European mobility week in September 2009. 
More info on the project is available at www.move-together.net. 

The programme of the 16 June conference is attached.
Programme
(Active and passive interpretation will be provided for 
English, French, German, Italian and Spanish)
	09:00 – 9:30
	Registration of the participants

	9:30- 9:45 
	Welcome and introduction

	
	Stephane Buffetaut, Vice-President of the EESC's section for Transport, Energy, Infrastructure and Information Society

	
	Carlo Sessa, ISIS, Move Together Coordinator
Introduction of the Conference Programme

	9:45- 12.30 
	European Research for a more sustainable urban transport- The citizens perspective 
(citizens' presentations + open debate with the participating stakeholders)

	
	Citizens introducing themselves: 

· who are we ? 

· what we have done ?

· what is our perspective of the new urban mobility culture ?

	
	· Citizens' appreciation of the EU research aiming to urban sustainable mobility and questions to the invited stakeholders

· Open debate with the participating stakeholders

	
	· Citizens' recommendations on raising awareness of EU research and questions to the invited stakeholders

· Open debate with the participating stakeholders 

	12.30 – 13.00
	Intervention of Eleni Kopanezou, Head of the Unit for Clean Transport and Urban Transport, European Commission, Directorate General Energy and Transport

	13:00- 14:30 
	LUNCH

	14.30 – 15:00
	Roman Jakič, City Councillor and President of the International Relations Commission of the Ljubljana City Council

	15.00 – 16.00
	Reporting back of the main citizens and stakeholders conference conclusions

	16:00 – 17:00
	Feedback on the process and outcomes of the citizens and stakeholders conference 

	
	András Siegler, Director of the Transport Directorate in Directorate-General for Research, European Commission

	
	Rafael Barbadillo, co-rapporteur of the EESC opinion on the green book "Towards a new culture of urban mobility"

	
	Benoit Derenne , Director of the NGO Foundation for Future Generations, European Citizens' Panel Initiative: 

The civil society perspective 

	17:00 – 17:45
	Conclusions

	
	Carlo Sessa – ISIS: 
Prospective reflection on citizens consultation to support EU research policy

	
	Lutz Ribbe, EESC rapporteur on the "Transport in metropolitan areas" opinion: Conclusion

	18:00-19.30
	Cocktail offered by the EESC
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