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LAUNCHING CONFERENCE
DIARY NOTE
MOVE TOGETHER:

Citizens committed to better Urban Mobility.
Developing sustainable mobility is more than ever a challenge for European congested urban areas. Through European policies and targeted research, the European Union endeavours to meet this objective. But are European citizens aware of the impact that EU research programmes have on their daily lives? And conversely, do they realise the impact of their individual choices on urban quality of life?

This double question is addressed by the Move Together project, funded by the European Commission under the 7th Framework Programme. The objective of the project is to raise citizens’ awareness and appreciation of EU research in the field of mobility. Ultimately, the project will contribute to favour a global behavioural change and the emergence of a new urban mobility culture that will preserve the quality of life in our urban centres, which are home for about 80% European citizens.
The conference “Moving Together towards a New Culture for Urban Mobility” is the first public forum of this ambitious project. Jointly organised by MOVE TOGETHER and the European Economic and Social Committee, the conference will gather a complete range of European stakeholders, establishing a dialogue between citizens, professionals of the urban transport sector and EU policy makers.
During this event, the result of the discussions of the transnational focus group of citizens will be unveiled. This meeting will also offer the opportunity to EU stakeholders to express their own recommendations on the actions needed. It will mark the conclusion of the first phase of the project: the consultation phase. The conference will equally show the path for the future of the MOVE TOGETHER project, which will see a number of activities to develop until December 2009.
The conference is the result of a comprehensive consultation based on an innovative process. 27 citizens - all different in terms of age, profession, education and experience - coming from the 27 Member States have been randomly selected among 600 applicants. The citizens confirmed their participation in the project through a memorandum of understanding which formalises their commitment. Each and every participant brings to the focus group their personal background, experience, national culture and needs. Their “every day perspective” and a review of urban transport research undertaken by the consortium were the two pillars that built a vision of what the citizens’ expectations are today in terms of urban mobility. The review included several urban transport research topics, encompassing new vehicles and fuels technologies, urban freight deliveries, research on urban noise pollution, urban transport pricing, public transport improvement, development of city strategies for sustainable transport, information technology and intelligent transport systems, and security of transport. An open and interactive approach was adopted. This allowed all the participants to go further and highlight common key messages.
The first citizens focus group meeting took place in Brussels, when citizens received information from the European Commission and prepared a first outline of recommendations. At the end of this intense two-day meeting, a series of issues and questions to be addressed emerged, including in particular the main tasks of the focus groups: 1) to give an appreciation of the EU research in the citizens’ perspective and 2) how to communicate the key messages emerging to the other citizens of Europe (their “neighbourhoods”). The citizens of the focus group agreed that by “appreciation” was meant: a) to recognise and value the investment that has been made in this research by both the European Commission and the research community, b) to deepen their understanding of the various research projects and their conclusions, and c) to subject the urban transport research and its conclusions to their critical judgement as to the prioritisation and selection of research topics and the usefulness to the citizens of the conclusions presented.
In order to nurture their perception of the different issues that were identified, two “ambassador” citizens met with urban mobility professionals belonging to the UITP Organising Authorities Committee and the UITP Transport and Urban Life Commission. In parallel, active exchanges through the dedicated internet platform have contributed to the emergence of a common agenda. Based on the output of the first meeting, a second focus group meeting took place in Paris in order to finalise a set of key findings and recommendations.
A first draft of the MOVE TOGETHER citizens’ digest of the EU urban transport research was presented to the members of the focus group. This digest includes a simple presentation of EU research that will be accessible to lay citizens (a synoptic table of the EU urban transport research topics and related EU funded projects summarised in the digest is attached). Through the digest, the citizens have been asked to assess and formalise their appreciation of EU-funded projects and to present their overall vision on how to improve sustainability. Based on the recommendations of the focus group, key messages for the citizens in Europe will be then formulated and included in the final version of the MOVE TOGETHER citizens’ digest.

A similar approach will be adopted on a regional basis as urban mobility is a global challenge that has to be tackled in a local and regional scale. The “Move Together citizens and stakeholders conference” in the city of Rome will gather 25 citizens living and/or working in the Rome metropolitan area. These citizens will run during the Autumn 2008 a similar exercise with a regional scope.

The results of the citizens’ consultation processes undertaken at the EU and regional scale will be then the basis of the MOVE TOGETHER Communication Kit, including key messages, diagrams, photos, posters and a video. The kit will initially be developed in English and will be translated at a later stage to support national exhibitions. All this material will also be available on the project website.
The key results of the project will then be presented through a mobile exhibition that will run first of all during a selection of major European events linked to mobility. The final phase of the project will be held during the European Mobility Week in September 2009 when MOVE TOGETHER Town Exhibitions will be held in 10 to 20 cities selected through a tendering process. Other channels of dissemination will include an electronic MOVE TOGETHER newsletter to be widely disseminated among EU stakeholders and a short video to be broadcast across Europe on EuroNews TV channel.

In addition to the communication activities above, methodological guidelines for local authorities will be developed in order to help them to organise local participatory processes on urban transport issues. As a result, local decision-makers will be able to benefit of the valuable experience gathered thanks to the MOVE TOGETHER project.
[image: image1]The Move Together project is in line with the objectives of the Green Paper “Towards a new culture for urban mobility” and helps establish a fruitful dialogue between experts, decision-makers and citizens. Research has a key role to play in order to develop safer, more secure, more efficient and environmentally-friendly mobility schemes, but ultimately only the cooperation of better informed citizens will help to increase the impact of EU research and create a new mobility culture for our cities and urban areas. 
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Green Paper “Towards a new Culture for Urban Mobility”

In 2007 the European Union started to focus its agenda on promoting sustainable transport developments in urban areas and began to address the relevant issues in a wide and intensive consultation process. Following a series of conferences, workshops and consultations conducted at the beginning of 2007, the Green Paper on Urban mobility was published in September 2007. This document provided a broad basis for discussion between all stakeholders active in the field of urban transport. The Commission asked for comments and answers to 25 specific questions derived from six policy fields: 
reduction of congestion;

improvement of urban mobility; 
environmental issues in urban areas; 
the role of technical solutions; 
accessibility of collective transport; 
safety and security issues.

Inputs to the Green Paper were due for March 2008. Stakeholders’ response to this Green Paper will contribute to the development of a strategic action plan, defined by the Commission as “a European urban mobility strategy that lives up to people’s expectations”.

CONSORTIUM - Project Partners: 

ISIS, Lead Partner (Italy); 

ICCR (Austria);

Missions Publiques (France); 

ADELPHI Research (Germany); 

AICCRE (Italy); 

UITP (Belgium);

 Federmobilità (Italy);

 Municipality of Rome, 

XV Dept.nt (Italy);

CAAG – Clean Air Action Group (Hungary)   

NEXT EVENTS: http://www.move-together.net/index.php?option=com_eventlist&view=eventlist&Itemid=30 

All the information on the project is available on the dedicated website: 

www.move-together.net
CONTACT:

ISIS – Institute of Studies for the Integration of Systems

Via Flaminia, 21 – 00196 Roma

Mr Carlo Sessa  -  csessa@isis-it.com
The MOVE TOGETHER citizens

The following are short presentations of the members of the MOVE TOGETHER focus group:

· Dominik (Austria) – 23 years of age and living in Vienna. He is a full time student of economic sciences and now in his Masters year. Dominik is very excited about getting involved in the move together project. He believes that sustainable transport needs to be understood as a global issue where the different nations/cities should be given the chance to cooperate to enjoy scale benefits. 

· Claude (Belgium) – Claude (Belgium) is 65 years and living in Nivelles (30 km South of Brussels). Retired after a 35 years career in consulting to management of business and no profit organisations, he dedicates is time to gardening and studying Philosophy and remains interested in the evolution of democratic decisions making.

· Adem Durmushev (Bulgaria). He was born in a small town on the NE of Bulgaria. Bachelors degree in "Rehabilitation"(2000) and "Social Pedagogy"(2006). He worked 4 years in Bulgarian National Emergency Institute". Now He is living and work in Sofia like technical analysist of investment interests. This year is his last one in Master degree in International Political Relationship and Security. 

· Petra (Czeck Republik) – . 

· Harry (Cyprus) –  

· Hanne (Denmark) – 42, is a teacher in school in Denmark. Besides feeling European, she considers herself a citizen of the world because she has had the opportunity to live in a number of foreign countries such as America and Luxembourg.
· Kate (Estonia) –  

· Arto (Finland) – is from Tampere, which has one of the lowest densities of Cities of its size in Europe. Being 45, he is married and has two sons. He is working for a company producing particle analyzing devices.
· Francois (France) – 22, French student in political sciences, from Rennes (Brittany). I joined Move Together because I thought it was a opportunity to work with people from each country of the European Union. I'm interested in sustainable development, trying to understand what it is really about and if it can actually changes the things. As the urban transport in my city is quite good (smallest European town that have an underground line), it's important for me to know better the situations in other countries; it's also important to have a high knowledge of what the EU tries to do with the money of the citizens.  

· Noemi (Germany) – born in Berlin 26 years, I grew up there. Now I am living in Vienna, studying theatre science and stage design. I joined Move Together because I find it very important, especially with a topic like public transport, to involve regular citizens and ask them for their opinions, also on the EU level. My everyday medium of transport is the bicycle. The big and even growing power of cars seems to rule our cities and I don’t understand and don’t want to accept that. I know, things could work in a better way and  that is why I initially was interested in the Move together project and the EU research on sustainable public transport. 
· Afroditi (Greece) – is a journalist from Athens. She is working for a private Radio Station and her job comprises reading international news. Privately, she enjoys going to coffees, reading and traveling.
· Gabriella (Hungary) – from Budapest is widowed and has two daughters. In the context of her work she particular developed expertise in the field of internet law. Being a strong believer in the future, she expects to continue meeting globally and locally. 

· Desmond (Ireland) – was born in Dublin before his parent migrated to London for employment reason. Only eight years ago, he returned to Dublin and Ireland, where he worked for a couple of years. Now, he is retired and started studying Anthropology, classic literature, and celtic and irish history.
· Marzia (Italy) – 
· Ilze (Latvia) – 29, is from Riga, where she is working in an adult education organization being basically involved in administrative tasks. She is very interested in sharing opinions and thoughts with the other participants and she wants to find out more about EU research. 

· Simonas (Lithuania) – lives and works in Vilnius. He holds bachelors degree in politics and international relations as well as a Masters degree in European public administration. Working for a private research institute for public policy and management he particular focuses on educational projects. 

· Habiba (Luxembourg) – 32, is originally French with Arabian ancestors. Yet, she has been living in Luxembourg for quite a few years, where she works as a lawyer. She considers herself being dynamic; she likes traveling and has an 8 year old son.
· Artwell Cain (Netherlands) – 52, lives in the area of Rotterdam. He is a cultural anthropologist. He specializes in social mobility strategy training and coaching. This is in addition to his academic and practical work in the field of diversity management, as a consultant, he also owns and manages a management and advice agency called Ace Advies. 

· Anthony Zammit (Malta) –  is a biologist specialising in environmental impacts and resource management, and has a keen interest in sustainabiity issues. His main interest in this process is based on his belief that many of the problems felt by EU citizens in the different contexts in which they live are similar and sharing of local ideas and solutions are important tools in disseminating the concept of sustainability. 

· Michal-Cezary (Poland) – is a student of languages with focus in Polish and Russian and he intends to become a translator in the future. He lives in Rome with his wife and he has also lived in some other European countries such as England and Portugal. He has already had a number of different job, and currently works in a shop preparing and repairing model trains 

· Nuno (Portugal) – is an architect living in the north of his country. He likes sport and running and he hopes to have the space to continue pursuing his sporty ambitions in the cities centers in the future.
· George-Sebastian (Romania) – belongs to the higher middle class of Romania. He decided to participate in the Move Together citizens conference in order to address the problems of his country, because he thinks that most of the problems in his country should be solved before its accession to the EU. 

· Karol (Slovakia) – 40, is a teacher - he has been teaching at elementary and secondary schools and later at universities. At the same time, he has been a journalist, writer, environmentalist, and a citizen involved in various civic programmes in Slovakia. 

· Marika (Slovenia) – is a columnist and graphic designer for a small company in Ljubljana. She likes arts and everything related to arts. She does neither consider herself being an average citizen not is she an expert in urban affaires, but she thinks a lot about her city and about what should be done there. 

· Eduardo (Spain) - 39, from san Sebastian in the Basque country is married and has children. He teaches economics at the university and has a very curious nature. Of course, he supports his local football team and he likes nature very much. He is here because he is quite concerned about where cities are going in the future, and what kind of living space they will provide for our children and children’s children. 

· Daniel (Sweden) – is from the seaside in Malmö to where he moved some six years ago after having lived in a very small town in his former life. He is a student at the University of Lund, where he is enrolled in the ethnology classes.
· Linda (UK) – I have been lots of things in my life: computer programmer; systems analyst; academic researcher; housewife; mother; and currently, local government clerk and desk top publisher. But I always think of myself as a writer, because that is what I do, and what makes me who I am, even if no one ever pays me to do it! I was born and live in England, and I love my home, but I also love the continent of which it is a part, and I am proud to have friends in all the countries of the EU.
Synoptic table of the EU urban transport research topics
The MOVE TOGETHER Citizens’ Digest illustrates the research undertaken on the 18 research topics listed in the table below. The table shows also the EU funded projects related to each topic. Each research topic is summarised in the digest based on the outcomes of some emblematic EU funded projects.
	Research topics
	EU funded projects



	New mobility concepts and management schemes



	1. Automated road transport systems


	CITYMOBIL (Towards advanced road transport for the urban environment, 2006 – 2011, http://www.citymobil-project.eu/ )

NETMOBIL (Cluster of projects on new automated technologies, 2000-2004: www.netmobil.org); 

CYBERCARS (Cybernetic technologies for the car in the city, 2000-2004, www.cybercars.org); 

CYBERMOVE (Cybernetic transportation systems for the cities of tomorrow, 2002-2005, www.cybermove.org); 

CYBERCARS-2 (New technologies to coordinated automated vehicles, 2006-2009; www.c.inria.fr/cybercars2 ); 

CYBERC3 (Cybernetic technologies for cars in the Chinese cities, 2005-2007; http://cyberc3.sjtu.edu.cn/en).

	2. New vehicles concepts


	HOST (Human Oriented Sustainable Transport mean, 2004-2007, http://ltces.dem.ist.utl.pt/host/p_drive.asp )

CLEVER (Compact Low Emission Vehicle for Urban Transport, www.clever-project.net./ )

	3. Hydrogen and fuel cell technologies for road transport


	HYTRAN (Hydrogen and fuel cell technologies for road transport, www.hytran.org ) 

HYICE (Optimisation of hydrogen powered internal combustion engines)

AUTOBRANE (Automotive high temperature fuel cell membranes)

STORHY (Hydrogen storage system for automotive applications, www.storhy.net) 

	4. Renewable fuels


	RENEW (Renewable fuels for advanced powertrains)

BIOGASMAX (Biogas for Transport, www.biogasmax.eu) 

	5. Freight delivery in European urban space
	BESTUFS (Best Urban Freight Solutions, www.bestufs.net) 

FIDEUS (Freight innovative delivery in European urban space, www.fideus.org) 

	6. Quiet city transport


	SILENCE (Quieter surface transport in urban areas, www.silence-ip.org)  

QCITY (Quiet City Transport, www.qcity.org) 

INMAR (Noise reduction by intelligent materials)

SILVIA (Sustainable road surfaces for traffic noise control, www.trl.co.uk.silvia) 

	7. Urban transport pricing


	CUPID (Thematic network on urban transport pricing and best practice; 2000-2004; www.transport-pricing.net/cupid.html ); 

PROGRESS (Demonstration and research project into road pricing in cities, 2000-2004, www.progress-project.org); 

EUROPRICE (City / regional issues in road pricing; 2000-2004; www.europrice-network.org); 

MC-ICAM (Policy reform in the pricing of transport, 2001-2003; www.its.leeds.ac.uk/projects/mcicam); IMPRINT-EUROPE (Thematic network on the implementation of fair and efficient transport pricing 2001-2004; www.imprint-eu.org); 

IMPRINT-NET (Discussion platform on new pricing regimes; 2005-2008; www.imprint-net.org); REVENUE (Revenue use from transport pricing, 2004-2006; www.revenue-eu.org); 

GRACE (Generalisation of transport accounts and cost estimation methods; 2005-2005; www.grace.eu.org );


	High-quality urban transport

	8. Development of strategies for high-quality urban transport


	HiTrans (Development of Principles and Strategies for Introducing High Quality Public Transport in medium-sized cities and regions, www.hitrans.org) 

TRANSECON (Urban Transport and Local Socio-Economic Development, www.boku.ac.at/verkehr/transecon.html) 

	9. Urban rail transport systems


	LIBERTIN (Light Rail Thematic Network, www.libertin.info) 

MODURBAN (Modular Urban Guided Rail Systems, www.modurban.org) 

URBAN-TRACK (Urban Track, www.urbantrack.eu) 

ERRAC (European Rail Research Advisory Council, www.errac.org); 

MARIE (Mass Rapid Transit Initiative); part of the European rail research technology platform ERRAC (European Rail Research Advisory Council, www.errac.org); 

SAFETRAM (on crashworthiness); 

TRAINSAFE (see www.eurailsafe.net ) 

TRANSITS (on ITS issues and training: http://www.terena.org/activities/csirt-training/ ), 

EURNEX (European rail research network of excellence www.eurnex.net ), 

SPURT (focusing especially on maintenance issues and track degradation: www.spurt-ec.com ).

	10. Clean urban transport


	HyFLEET-CUTE (Working Together to Speed Commercialization of Hydrogen Powered Buses, http://www.global-hydrogen-bus-platform.com) 

CUTE (Clean Urban Transport for Europe, www.fuel-cell-bus-club.com); 

ECTOS (Ecological City Transport System, www.ectos.is/en); 

STEP (Sustainable Transport Energy Project, http://www.dpi.wa.gov.au/ecobus/1206.asp ).

PRONET (Pollution Reduction Options Network, www.proneteurope.eu) 

	11. Accessible urban public transport


	PTACCESS (Public Transport Systems Accessibility for people with Disabilities in Europe, www.ptaccess.eu) 

EURO-ACCESS (www.euro-access.org) is concerned with the needs of older citizens who are users of public transport; 

LIVINGALL (www.livingall.eu) is charting the technical measures that can be used for making public transport more accessible to disabled users; UNIACESS (http://w3.euve.org/uniaccess ) on the design of universally accessible public transport systems; 

ASK-IT (www.ask-it.org) on the potentials of ambient intelligence for addressing the needs of persons with disabilities in the public transport sector.

	12. Flexible collective mobility services

	CONNECT (Coordination of Concepts for New Collective Transport, http://www.flexibletransport.eu) 

	Non-polluting modes of transport



	13. Walking and cycling
	VELOINFO (Vèlo Mondial, http://www.velomondial.net/) 

SPYCICLES (Sustainable planning & Innovation for bicycles, http://spicycles.velo.info/) 

	Information and communication systems



	14. Intelligent Transport Systems (ITS)


	MORYNE (Enhancement of public transport efficiency though the use of mobile sensor networks, http://www.fp6-moryne.org) 

INTELCITIES (Intelligent Cities, www.intelligentcitiesall.com) 

ARMAS (Active Road Management Assisted by Satellite) (funded by the European Space Agency ESA); 

CAPITALS (Capitals’ Project for Integrated Telematics Applications on a Large Scale); 

INCOME (Integration of Traffic Control with other Measures); 

MUSIC (Management of traffic using traffic flow control and other measures); 

TASTE (Analysis and development of tools for assessing traffic demand management strategies); 

PRIME (Prediction of congestion and incidents in real time, for intelligent incident management and emergency traffic management).

	15. Intelligent car


	STARDUST (A research on deployment of urban sustainable transport systems focusing on advanced driver assistance systems (ADAS) and automated vehicle guidance (AVG), 2002-2004; http://www.trg.soton.ac.uk/stardust/index.htm);

AIDE (Adaptive Integrated Driver-vehicle Interface), www.aide-eu.org;

AWAKE (System for Effective Assessment of Driver Vigilance and Warning According to Traffic Risk Estimation), www.awake-eu.org;

CarTALK 2000 (Safe and Comfortable Driving Based on Inter-vehicle Communication), www.cartalk2000.net;

COM2REACT (Cooperative Communication System To Realise Enhanced Safety and Efficiency in European Road Transport), www.com2react-project.org;

COMUNICAR (Communication Multimedia Unit Inside Car), www.crfproject-eu.org;

CVIS (Cooperative Vehicle-Infrastructure Systems), http://www.cvisproject.org/en/home.htm;

eIMPACT  (Socio-economic Impact Assessment of stand-alone and co-operative intelligent vehicle systems in Europe), www.eimpact.info;

E-MERGE (European In-Vehicle Emergency Call), http://www.ertico.com/en/activities/e-merge.htm;

GST (Global Systems for Telematics enabling On-line Safety Services), www.gstproject.org;

HIGHWAY (Breakthrough Intelligent Maps & Geographic Tools for the Context Aware Delivery of eSafety & Value Added Services), www.ist-highway.org;

PReVENT (Preventive Safety), www.prevent-ip.org;

SAFESPOT (Co-operative Systems for Road Safety “Smart Vehicles on Smart Roads”), www.safespot-eu.org;

SEISS (Exploratory Study on the Potential Socio-Economic Impact of the Introduction of Intelligent Safety Systems in Road Vehicles), www.vdivde-it.de/seiss;

SEVECOM (Secure Vehicle Communication), www.sevecom.org;

TRACE (Traffic Accident Causation in Europe), www.trace-project.org;

WATCH-OVER (Vehicle-to-vulnerable Road User Cooperative Communication and Sensing Technologies to Improve Transport Safety), www.watchover-eu.org.



	Integrated transport and land use

	16. Development of city strategies


	TRANSPLUS (Transport, Land Use and Sustainability, www.transplus.net) 

ECOCITY (Design of ecological settlements, 2000-2004; www.ecocityprojects.net); 

PROPOLIS (Integrated land use and transport policies, planning tools and assessment methodologies, 2000-2004; www.ltcon.fi/propolis); 

PLUME (Thematic Network on Land Use and Transport Research, 2003-2005; www.lutr.net); 

SCATTER (Urban Sprawl, 2000-2004; www.casa.ucl.ac.uk/scatter/ ).

	17. Development of integrated urban sustainable transport policies


	NICHE (New and innovative concepts for helping European transport sustainability, www.niches-transport.org) 

SMILE (Sustainable Mobility Initiatives for Local Environment, www.smile-europe.org) 

TRANSPOWER (Supervised Implementation of Sustainable Urban Transport Concepts, www.transpower-rp6.org )

CIVITAS (Cleaner and better transport in cities, www.civitas-initiative.org)

TELLUS (Transport and Environment Alliance for Urban Sustainability)

TRENDSETTER (Setting trends for a Sustainable Urban Mobility, www.trendsetter-europe.org.)

	18. Urban transport security


	COUNTERACT (Cluster of User Networks in Transport and Energy relating to Anti-Terrorist activities, www.counteractproject.eu).








Diversity, unity, solidarity and sustainability!
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We are no longer prepared to sit back and assume that technologies can or will solve the problems for us











The Move Together Group diversity has evolved into unity.








We need to develop walking, cycling and public transportation in order to regain mobility freedom. 
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